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OME Authors have declared, that 
a book without a Preface, is like a 
ſhip without a rudder, tho' I cannot 
conceive a Preface ſo neceſſary to the 
firſt as to the laſt, and eſpecially to 
ſo trifling and ſimple a publication as 
the preſent; yet as my readers, either 
young or old, rich or poor, may not 
complain; and to comply with the cuſ- 
tom of the times, I have thought proper 
to write a Prefave, but what hall I 
lay ? why faith, that's no bad queſtion, 
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tho' not ſo eaſy to be anſwered as 
The ancient method of writing Pre- 

faces, was generally intended an apo- 
logy to the work it was prefixed too, 
giving ſome account of the Author's 
reaſons for ſubmitting it to the public, 
to elucidate certain paſſages, and to fa- 
Cilitate the reader in his peruſal of the 
work; but modern Prefaces are quite 
of a different caſt, they are calculated 
only to ſwell the ſize of the book, and 
make it ſeem at leaſt worth the money 


the purchaſer gave for it, tho' perhaps 


it contains nothing but uncooth wards, 
and unconnected ideas, containing nei- 
ther ſenfe, moral, or meaning; but I 
muſt not proceed too far in this, for 
fear I ſhould fall under the ſame pre- 


dicament myſelf; yet then, they can 


oy ſay that 1 follow the modern 
75 | taſte, 
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PRE F ACE. ** 
taſte, and that is rather a compliment _ 
which I know will be more readily” 


forgiven than all the Satire I am 2885 | 
bly of writing, or thinking of, +. 


But to return; as the ancient * 
modern method of prefaceing differ 
ſo widely, the taſk. is rather difficult 
to determine, whither I ſhall rake the 
ancient or. modern mode ; however, 
that I may be right, I will endeayour 
to ſteer my ſmall {kiff between both, 
make ſome apology for the book, and 
put in ſome for the ſake of filling up; 
ſo far I ſhall ſtand excuſed by the- 
reader, as I have certainly ſpoke the 
truth, and that all muſt allow is rather 
out of the modern way; now as to 
being in the modern way, tis plain 
to be ſeen that I am, by this prolix in- 
trodiction to a Preface, which is in 
fact like a prologue to prologue. 
Know, 
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Know, gentle reader, that this little 
work was written by a Youth at his 
leiſure hours, and never was intended 
for publication ; but it having been 
ſhewn to the preſent Editor, he was 
* pleaſed to ſay their was ſome humour 
and ſentiments in it, and the morals. ic 
contained would be an acceptable 
preſent to the juvenille readers of both 
ſexes; the compliment and perſuaſion 
of ſome friende, prevailed on the Au- 
thor to let it be printed; and if it 
ſhould not be looked upon in the ſame 
light by the readers as it was by the 
Author's friends, it is hoped their cen- 
ſure will not fall on him, who modeſtly 
would have concealed it; nor yet too 
feverely on the Editor, whoſe meaning 
was to amuſe and inſtru, and who is 


Your humble Servant. 
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The Order of chuſing the May Queen. 


I. 
of **\þ HE imple ſports and raph Jap: 1 
« T'F Uſed by the Swains in G days, 
A N 
Are pleaſing to recite; 
The c6it, the bar :—to hurl with eaſes - 
Still each unbias'd mind muſt pleaſe, 
And yield each mind delight. 
. II.. 


o 
— 


Theſe exerciſes they perſue, 

Give to their cheeks that roſy hue, 
Which ſtill the country ſhare ; 

O! may ſuch innocence remain, 

And health fill viſit every ſwain, 

And every artleſs fair. 


III. 


But above all the ruſtic ſports, 
To which each Nymph and Swain reſorts, 
In mirth inſpiring May; 
When Flora ſheds her ſweets around, 
W hen lambkins full of frolick bound, 
| And every thing is gay. 
W. 

Is when they meet upon the green, 
To elect their lovely May Day Queen; 

The Queen of innocence ; 
Let greater Queens awhile ſtand bye, 
To view this with impartial eye ; 

Of leſſer conſequence; 


(374 

| To 4 | 

No ſparkling jewels, rich and rare, 

| Compoſe her crown or deck her hair, 
And ſimple is her drels ; 

But then her innocence of mind 

Conſider'd, is above you'll find, 

High titled wretchedneſs. 


VI. 
Now Sol advancing ſheds his ray, 
And gives a mild and chearful day, 
Which animates the throng z; _ 
The tabors beat, the pipes reſound, 
Tis mirth and rapture all around, 
And inoffenſive long. 


VII. 


Now on they march, in order due, 

A Nymph and Swain all two and two, 
With flowery garlands dreſt; 

While daiſies ſpring along the plain, 

Each Nymph alternate views her Swain, 


And ſeems completely bleſt. 
B 2 VIII, 
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3 VIII. 
| Now they drew near the erected. bower, 
=  Adorn'd with many a ſhrub and flower; 5 
A throne of turf within; 
1 Sweet ſing. the birds aloft in air, 
| Or to the bower hover near, 

And now they enter in. 


IX. 
View her now ſeated on the throne, 
In virgin purity her own; 
All blooming as the morn; 
And now begin the rural rites, 
The ſplendid maid each one delights, 
And rapture fills the lawn. 


X. 


A ſage old Swain above the reſt, | 

To the fair Queen theſe words addreſt : 
"Holding the crown of flowers ; 2a 

Think © OR you take this flowery ring, 

Good as &er circPd yet a King; | 
On what condition's yours. | 


XI. 


"IF ON 
XL 

The roſe and lilly picture you, 
Sweet as their ſweet, and like their hue : 1 

But yet that is not all; 
The roſe is guarded round with thorns, 
The lilly does pollution ſcorn ; "A 

So proper ſtrait and tall. 


XII. 
With innocence each art oppoſe, 
Guard all thy charms as does the roſe, 
And virtuous paths perſue; 
Nor like the tulip, ſwell for ſhow, 
To attract the eyes of every beau; 
| Who praiſe but to ſubdue, 4 


XIII. 
Then when you quit thy virgin ſtate, 
How bleſt, how happy*ll be your mate, 
With ſuch a worthy wife ; 
Thro' every path you ſafe may go, 
No care nor no vexations know, 


But gently paſs thro' life. 


x1 


1 


XIV. 
Yet every one partakes of care, 
The crown that greateſt monarchs wear, 
Is circled round with woe; 
Yet if they act a virtuous part, 
They'll clap their hand upon the heart; 
And ſay - well be it fol -Þ _ 


XV. 
For *tis the duty of us all, 
The high, the low, the great, the ſmall; 
Aye een the proudeſt great, 
To bend to him who rules on high, 
Who ſees us with impartial eye, 
To yield alike to fate. 


XVI. 
Tis not a crown can make one good, 
Ambition, if 'tis underſtood, 
In virtuous acts excell; 
Tis then that ſhines the gem ſupreme, 
Not merely then a golden dream, 


* trump, O fame] can tell. 
XVII. 


r e 


l 
| XVII. 
Here ends the Sage, the rural throng, 
With one accord applaud his ſong, 
Then haiPd their youthful Queen; 
Again the pipe and tabor ſound, 


The fair returns with honour crown'd ; 
4 Thus ends the happy ſcene, 


| XVIII. | 
May every one ſtill live in peace, 
And as their years, their joys encreaſe ; 
Truth, honour, be their guide; 
So ſhall in time each lovely fair, 
With him ſhe loves to church repair, 
And be a happy bride. 


END oF PART I, 
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OME Thalia, frolick loving maid, - 
| For once attend and lend one aid, 
* And leave Parnaffusg-Hilty * 


While to the morn of laughing May; 
I raiſe my voice and give the lay 1 
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II. 


Soon as Aurora does prepare 


The fiery ſteeds for Phoebus' car, 
And ſhews the bluſhing dawn; 
Then on the diſtant hills and plain, 


Yau hear the ſhout of N ymphs and Swain, 


* To hail the happy morn. 


I II. 
The birds in concert all are found, 


Fair Flora ſpreads the meads around, 


And gives to rapture birth; 
Muſick and mirth now fills the air, 
And with due vegetative care, 

Teems for the kindly earth. 


IV. 
Let every one of human race, 


Still as they urge life's various chace, 
Still bend to him who gives, 


Nature's great author claim his due, 
Thanks ſhould from benefits enſue, 


From every one that lives. 


C its J) 
THE: 
So did the Patriarchs of old, 
For harveſt, or their numerous fold; 
They bleſt the giving hand ; 
They prais'd, when e'er they drank « or cat, 


Joy ever {mid upon the treat, 
And plenty crown'd the land. 


24 
Now Garlands of a thouſand hues, 
Their aromatic ſweets diffuſe, 
To crown the favour'd fair; 


El Nymphs are decent, neatly dreſt, 


And virtue heaves the youthful breaſt z - 
And baniſhes all care. 


VII. 


Still may ſuch virtue bleſs our plains, 
Still dwell with all our Nymphs and Swains, 
And guide their hopes to peace; 

Love, unity, and concord ſmile, 
For ever in Britannia's iſie; 
And j jarring diſcord ceaſe. _ . - 
„ VIII. 


* 


(un). 
7 7 4 
The ribbons wreathe the May-pole round, 
The tabor beats à pleaſing ſound. 5 
The feſtive youths advance ; 
Around the pole how briſk they move, 
Each ſtrives, to win the fair one's love, 
With ſong or ſprightly dance. 


. 1 
But now to town the Muſe repairs, 


4 
8 _ 
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| Where different ſparts the milk · maid ſhares, 

[| And different ſcenes are ſhown ; 

] The Garland form'd of maſly. plate, 

| Beneath ſometimes whoſe ponderous weight, 

| | To ſtout Hibernians groan.” 

4 With ribbons deck'd in gaudy ſhow, 

3 From houſe to houſe, with glee they go, 

| | And trip a frolick round; ; 
| | Yet hirlings, theſe who dance away, 5 
| | | Dreſt by ſubſcription for a day, 
| And drunk at night are found. 
| | F140 $3] | KI. 
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XI. 
Ye thoughtleſs girls be warn'd ere late, 
Think on your ſure approaching fate, 
And let the Muſe adviſe; 
Leave off ſuch yain and idle ways; 
To virtue turn, amend your days; 
And ſtrive to be more wiſe. = 
XII. 
Tis not the dance, nor yet the ſong, 
If all your actions elſe are wrong, 
Can form the mind delight; 
No: virtue mult the ſtep advance, 
And then the ſong, and then the dance, 
Will pleaſing be and right. 


XIII. 


But now my Muſe the cauſe relates, 

How-Garlands came of maſly plate, 
And whence this cuſtom ſprung z 

Colin and Sue ſhall never die, 

If with my wiſh the Muſe comply, 
And vivify my ſang, 


XIV. 


(14) 
XIV. 
Suſan as fair as &er was ſeen, 


With dimpled ſmiles and decent mein, 
By Colin was belov'd; - 


Tet all he ſaid was ſtill in vain; 


Her breaſt regarded not his pain, 
Bur all abortive prov'd. 
XV. 


Colin by fate was doom'd to dwell 
Within a kitchen's humble cell, 
And night and morn to go, 


From houſe to houſe, from ſtreet to ſtreet, 


And aſk if any one thought meet ; 
To have ſome milk below. 


XVI. 
Tho' humble, yet of honeſt heart, 
With juſtice ſtill he did his part, 
And got the eſteem of all; 
He never daſh'd his liquid ware, 


And meaſure gave with all due care, 


Alike to great and ſmall. 
XVII. 


11 
XVII. 


To win fair Suſan's heart he ſtrove, 

And found this ſcheme to gain her love, 
And end the cruel ſtrife; 

He borrow'd plate, ſome here, ſome there, 

His honeſty made no one fear, | 
So gain'd her for his wife. 


XVIII. 


The Garland form, ſo charm'd her heart, 
She wiſh'd with him to have a part, 

Tho? *rwas but once a year; 
It ſoon was done, with joy they toil, 
Their honeſty ſtill made them ſmile, 

And drove away all care. 


Exp or PART II. 
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4 1. 
OW my gur Muſe come on apace, > 
The ſubject yields a pleaſing chace, - 
Which none can diſapprove ; 3 
The ſcenes indeed, which now we ow, 
Are ſomewhat ſimple, ſomewhat low 
But ſuch as all muſt love. * 
D oak, 


( 18 
II. 


For being poor is not the thing, 
A Lord, a Miniſter, or King; 
The higheſt earthly ſtation, 
May be, if rightly underſtood, 
As Chimney-Sweepers, bad or good; 5 
And bleſs or curſe the nation. 


HE. 
For little Smut, as pictur'd here, 
If educated with due care, 
Might prove a uſefal member; 
Of greater uſe my friends I mean, 


For uſeleſs he is not, I ween ; 
From this time to December. 


Iv. 


Wich weep, weep, weep, about they go, | 


In Summer's heat, or Winter's now x j 
In ſhort, in any weathers ; 


White fome who dreſs more fine than they, 


In every vice ſtill flaſh away; 
Muſt moult and caſt their feathers, 


6 
* 
Suppoſe my Lord, or elſe his Grace, 
No matter in or out of place, 
Were in a little trouble ; 


One would ſay this, the other that, 
Yet all they ſay is merely chat; 


All nonſenſe, hubble.bubble. 


VI. 
But when theſe little folks diſcuſs, 
Not half this talk, nor half this fuls, 
Is ever heard or known ; 
For ſhame ye great ones, leave theſe ways, 
And then no doubt in future days, 
Fair fame your names will crown. 


VII. 
Poor little Smut the Chimney-Sweeper, 
With fiſt applied to blood-ſhot peeper, 
Now aſks the votive lay ; 
With his {mall voice he wakes the morn, 
More ſhrill that voice than Poſt-boy's horn, 
And care is far away. 


D VIII. 
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VIII. 
Ah ! would but ſome in higher life, 
Who love to foment broils and ſtrife, 
Behave like theſe poor boys; 
How happy then the public weal, 
I will to every one appeal, 
How great would be our joys ! 


IX. 
Soon as the bluſhing morn appears, , 
To buſineſs each, his head uprears, 
At ſound of weep, weep, weep z 
It does not ſignify a flee, 
Theſe will more bleſt and happy be, 
Than thoſe that always ſleep. 


* 
e black without, they're not within; 
No harm they think, ſo cannot ſin, 
Are always blith and gay ; 
Tho? low in fortune, not forlorn, 
With joy they hail the coming morn 
I) he birth of roſy May, | 
175 XI. 


(7222) 
XI. 
In antic dreſs, how rum they look, 
Obſerve the print before the book, 
With wig and ribbons dreſt ; - 
Our Lords, and Knights, and Noblemen, 


Look wonderous fine, but pray what then? 
They are not half fo bleſt. 


XII. 
Now mind they trip a frolic round, 
Their bruſhes twang, their ſhovels ſound, 
And deftly moves their feet ; 
With powder*d cheeks they laugh and grin, 


For care, they do not care a pin, 
But all their joys compleat. 


XIII. 
Once on a time, there goes a ſtory, 
Which inſtantly PII lay before ye, 
Of ſome of theſe poor fellows; 
And if it is not to your mind, 
I hope that you will be ſo kind, 


And honeſt, as to tell us. 
XIV. 
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XIV. 


From different folks, ſome here, ſome there, 


Half-pence they get, but get them fair, 
At leaſt perhaps a crown; 


: Yet then to equally diſpence, 


How to give cach his ſhare of pence, 
Had knock'd their reaſon down. 


XV. 


At length, one wiſer than the reſt, 
Flung off his cap, and clap'd his breaſt, 


And grin'd, and ſpoke wich glee ; 
My eye, I've thought upon a way, 
When once *tis known, is fair you'll fay, 

And preſently you'll ſer. 


The path to ſchool I never trod, 
My breech neꝰer felt the tickling rod, 
For truant diſpoſition z 
Yet ſhall my method be as fair, 
As thoſe who calculate with care; 
As any politician. 
? XVII. 


© SE 


VXVII. — 


Let every one alike ſit round, 

And lay his cap upon the ground, 
And take the alternate ſhare ; 

Like cards, the chink is dealt about, 

That it was fair, there's none needs doubt, 
Nothing couid be more fair. 


XVIII. 


Oh ! would but thoſe who're far more great, 
(Suppoſe our Miniſters of State) 
Like Chimney-Sweepers deal; 
Then would each honeſt ſoul rejoice, 
Then this would be the common voice, 
How bleſt the common weal ! 


Exp or PART III. 
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ICE 4 not confin'd to ſex or age, b 
May {till be ſeen in very page, 


In Churchill or in Pape 31 


The rich, the por, the titled est. 
Howe'er depreſs'd, howe er elate; 


Deſerve at times a rope 
E 


%.. 


” 


(Cx » 


II. 


nt hro? every claſs in human life, | 
We'fee detraction, envy, ſtrife, Fre 


With all the effects of paſſion ; 


St. Giles's, or fweet Drury-Lane, 
Tyoy obſepie, yell fing would fain. 


Still copy thoſe in faſhion, 


EEG a 
And what do thoſe in faſhion do? 


(Have patience, and the tale perſue) 
A A cordial drinfs my lady y; 


And is it ſtrange, my Muſe begin, 
If lower folks drink humble Gin; 


Why who dare's fay ſo ?—heigh day 
8 
Why let wy»Lady cordials drink, 
Why let her Sir, no harm T think; ; 7 
[ trouble not the Great; 5 


. a2 


No: — weak alas | my fiip>ſhod Muſe, 
And humbler ſubject now perflve, © 


Of choße in humbler fete. 


'S3 4 5 4 


1 


K 


Yet ſtill the Great, as Prior fn, il 
Should in their manners and their Ways, b 


A ſomething ſer before em; 


Which like a dial to the fight, > - _— 
Should ſhow the hour of. wrong aud rights: | 


A nn of decorum. 


VI, 
Suppoſe that Moll; or Nell, of Suey 
The actions of the Great ſhould view, 
They'd think them wohdrous pretty; 
And when each came to be u wife, | 
She'd copy thoſe in higher life, 
Remembering Lady 'Beny. 


VII. 


Superior things they cannot getr. 
Like Lady Jane, or Lady Bet. 
What then, they'll imitate em; 


They'll dreſs;they?l1 din, bur ſridom pray, 


Tos up, which ſhews their love of play, 
. And. makes. their huſbands Rate em. 
| E 2 VIII. 


r. 


1 28 } | 
VIII. 
They cannot go to balls or routs, 
But then they have their hornpipe bouts, 

Which nothing can them gain ſay; 
Turn'd out of doors, firſt this, then ae” 
At length to do they care not what, 

But trip around on May-Day. . 


IX. 
Soon as the Bunters rout begins, 
For care they do not care three pins, 
But think upon the treat; 
The Milk- man views them firſt around, 
Examines if they're round and found, 
And nimbly move their feet. 


X. 

Ah! how unhappy is their fate, 
With tears they may repent too late, 

And wiſh, but all in vain, 
That they had minded houſhold care, 
Dreſs'd with a comely modeſt air, 

And gave their pride ſome pain. 

„II 1 XI. 


The dirty plates, theſe pretty Doxies, - 
Together with the pepper boxes, 

Are ty'd.with wonderous care; 
They imitate the Milk-maid's-pride, 
But let the ſhape be ſet aſide; 

Tis vile beyond compare. 


XII. 
With paper ruffles, fine about, 
By ſome ingenious Knife cut out, 
They ſeem exceſſiye gay 
But who obſerves each dirty face, 
Will never ſee one beam of grace, 
To hail the birth of May. 


XIII. 


In ancient times, as we are told. 
By ſome Hiſtorians of old, 
The fairies us'd to come; 
And every ſlut pinch'd black and blue, 
Was they but now to do ſo too; 
Twould gaul the fleſh of ſome. 
5 XIV. 
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| XIV. 
But now alike, the Poor or Great, 
Neꝰ er think upon their future fate, 
But ſtill perſue vigaries; _ 
St. Giles's or St. James's the ſame, 


Pull off the cloaths or change the name 
They keed, nor elves, or fairies. 


XV. 
From door to door they pick up pence, ; 
Then drink and ſing, and looſe their ſenſe, 
And care not what they do; 
The horrid oath, the direful curſe, 
Tho” bad, they ſtill proceed to worſe 
Moll, Nell, „Gall, or Sue. 


XVI. 

Alas! how pitiful their ſtate! 
How miſerable. is their fate 
The Almighty's ſure offended ; 
Then let the Muſe this warning give, - 

Oh! learn to die while now you live; 
8 then your ſtate's amended. 


XVII. 


C at ) 
xvir 


However humble here below, | 
Conſider where, ere long you'll go, 
And what you have to anſwer 
The Muſe that now inſcribes the ſtrain, 
Now weeps, tho? ſhe may weep in vain, 
| Yer blame her if you can Sir. 

XVII. 
YeChimney-ſweepers, Milk-maids,Bunters, 
And all that are call'd May-Day hunters, 

My verſe obſerve with heed ; 
Be virtuous, and you will be wile, 
Shew honeſty without diſguiſe, 

And mend your lives with ſpeed. 


FINIS. 


* 
1 


* 
- 
— 
— 
LH 


* 
= 


e 
* 


* 
— 
* 
4 
- 
* 
= 
* 


8 
- 


- 
* 


= 
- 


— 


| * 
* 
9 
329 


* 


Ls 


- 
- 
- 


9 
% 
» 
4 
= 


o \ 

n . r 5 N — — ED N a 0 
$ 7 — * Hp * S — 1 "a . 2 * \ ö . i 4 aid tae 4 * 

r 9 — — | . 


_ we 
8 AC EZ 


4a - 


